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Offender Race 

Of the homicide offenders whose race were reported, there were a total of 3,406 (63%) black offenders 
and 1,915 (35%) white offenders. There were 14 Asian or Pacific Islander and six American Indian or 
Alaskan Native homicide offenders identified. 

Black males made up 66 percent of male homicide offenders and 57 percent of all homicide offenders. 
White males made up 34 percent of all male homicide offenders and 30 percent of all homicide 
offenders. In contrast, black females made up 51 percent of female homicide offenders and 6 percent of 
all homicide offenders, whereas white females made up 49 percent of female homicide offenders and 6 
percent of all homicide offenders.   

Similar to black male homicide victims, the number of black male offenders also varied but their 
numbers peaked in 2010 at 68 percent. Since 2001, more than half of homicide offenders have been 
identified as a black male. 
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Ohio’s Homicide Offenders 

Demographically, Ohio’s homicide offenders were similar to Ohio’s homicide victims. 

The following data are reported only for those offenders for whom all or some 

demographic information was available.  

Gender. Male homicide offenders outnumbered female homicide offenders by seven to 

one. The number of male offenders equaled or outnumbered the number of female 

offenders across every age category. 

Age. The median age for homicide offenders was 27 years (mean = 30 years). The median 

offender age for males was 27 (mean = 30 years), which is the same median female 

offender age of 27 (mean = 31 years). 

The number of male homicide offenders was at its highest between the ages of 16 and 30. 

Sixty-one percent of all male homicide offenders fell into this age range. Fifty-six percent 

of female homicide offenders fell in this age range. However, because of the low number 

of female offenders overall, the female offender data must be interpreted with caution. 
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Race. Of those offenders for whom race information was known, Black offenders made up 

64 percent of all homicide offenders and White offenders made up 35 percent of all 

homicide offenders. When broken down by gender, Black males made up 68 percent of 

male homicide offenders and 58 percent of all homicide offenders. White males made up 

31 percent of male homicide offenders and 27 percent of all homicide offenders. Black 

females made up 40 percent of all female homicide offenders and five percent of all 

homicide offenders. White females made up 60 percent of all female homicide offenders 

and seven percent of all offenders. 
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