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1. The demographics of gun ownership

Understanding gun ownership in America is
not as simple as knowing who does and does
not own a gun. Some Americans who don’t
personally own guns live with someone who
does or may have owned a gun in the past. And
many who don’t currently own a gun,
including those who have never owned one,
may be open to doing so in the future.

Three-in-ten American adults say they
currently own a gun, and another 11% say they
don’t personally own a gun but live with
someone who does. Among those who don’t
currently own a gun, about half say they could
see themselves owning one in the future.

Gun ownership is more common among men
than women, and white men are particularly
likely to be gun owners. Among those who live
in rural areas, 46% say they are gun owners,
compared with 28% of those who live in the
suburbs and 19% in urban areas. There are
also significant differences across parties, with
Republican and Republican-leaning
independents more than twice as likely as
Democrats and those who lean Democratic to
say they own a gun (44% vs. 20%).

Many adults who don’t currently own a
gun could see themselves owning one in
the future

% saying they...
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Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer shown but
not labeled. Those who don’t currently own a gun but have owned
one in the past were asked whether they could see themselves
owning a gun again.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted March 13-27 and April 4-
18, 2017.
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For many adults who own guns, exposure to guns happened at an early age. About two-thirds of

current gun owners (67%) say there were guns in their household growing up, and 76% report that

they first fired a gun before they were 18. While non-gun owners are less likely to have grown up in

a gun-owning household, a substantial share (40%) say this is the case, and about six-in-ten (61%)

say they have fired a gun.
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Gun ownership is most common
among men, whites

About four-in-ten adults (42%) report that
there is a gun in their household, with three-
in-ten saying they personally own a gun and
11% saying they don’t own a gun but someone
else in their household does.

Gun ownership varies considerably across
demographic groups. For example, about four-
in-ten men (39%) say they personally own a
gun, compared with 22% of women. And while
36% of whites report that they are gun owners,
about a quarter of blacks (24%) and 15% of
Hispanics say they own a gun.

White men are especially likely to be gun
owners: About half (48%) say they own a gun,
compared with about a quarter of white
women and nonwhite men (24% each) and
16% of nonwhite women.

Like the gender gap, the education gap in gun
ownership is particularly pronounced among
whites. Overall, about three-in-ten adults with
a high school diploma or less (31%) and 34%
of those with some college education say they
own a gun; a quarter of those with a bachelor’s
degree or more say the same. Among whites,
about four-in-ten of those with a high school
diploma or less (40%) or with some college
(42%) are gun owners, compared with roughly
a quarter of white college graduates (26%).
There is no significant difference in the rate of
gun ownership across educational attainment
among nonwhites.

Three-in-ten adults say they own a gun
% saying they ...

H Personally Don't own a gun but
own a gun someone else in their
household does NET
Gun in
household
All adults 11 42
ven IEs 4
Women 18 40
Ages 18-29 16 43
30-49 10 39
50-64 9 43
65+ 12 45
Whites 13 49
Blacks 8 32
Hispanics BESEN 6 21
High school or less 10 41
Some college 13 47
Bachelor's degree+ 12 37
Northeast 10 27
Midwest 12 44
South 10 45
West 15 46
Urban 9 29
Suburban 12 a1
Rural 13 58

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Whites and blacks are non-Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race.
“Some college” includes those with an associate degree and those
who attended college but did not obtain a degree.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted March 13-27 and April 4-
18, 2017.
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