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About two-thirds of gun owners own more than one gun

Most gun owners (66%) say they own more
than one gun, with about three-in-ten (29%)
saying they own five or more guns. This is,
perhaps, not surprising, considering that
eight-in-ten gun owners cite more than one
reason for owning a gun — including 44% who
say there is more than one major reason — and
may need different types of guns for different
purposes. In fact, most gun owners who cite
only one reason for owning a gun say they own
a single gun (65%); in contrast, 74% of those
who say they own a gun for more than one
reason report having at least two guns.

Men are particularly likely to own multiple
guns: About three-quarters of male gun
owners (74%) say they own two or more guns,
compared with 53% of female gun owners.
This reflects, in part, the fact that men who
own guns are more likely than their female
counterparts to have more than one reason for
doing so. Still, even after controlling for the
number of reasons they own a gun, male gun
owners remain more likely than their female
counterparts to own multiple guns.

Overall, about seven-in-ten gun owners say
they own a handgun or pistol (72%), while

62% own a rifle and 54% own a shotgun. While
similar shares of male and female gun owners
own a handgun (73% and 71%, respectively),
rifles and shotgun are more popular among
men. Roughly seven-in-ten male gun owners
(69%) say they own a rifle and 60% own a
shotgun, compared with 50% and 44% of
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Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer shown but
not labeled.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted March 13-27 and April 4-
18, 2017.
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For those with a single gun, handguns
are by far the most common type

% saying they own each type of gun
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Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted March 13-27 and April 4-
18, 2017.
“America’s Complex Relationship With Guns”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org



