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The 2018 extremist-related murders preliminarily 
documented by ADL include:

•	 Tallahassee, Florida, November 2, 2018. Scott Paul Beierle opened fire at a yoga studio, killing two people and 
wounding four others by gun-fire and a fifth by pistol-whipping before killing himself. Beierle had posted videos to 
social media containing racist and misogynistic commentary, expressing hostility towards women who engaged in 
interracial relationships and referring admiringly to misogynistic killer Elliott Rodger.13 

•	 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 27, 2018. White supremacist Robert Bowers murdered 11 people and injured 
seven more, including four police officers, during services at the Tree of Life Synagogue. Bowers was a virulent 
anti-Semite who, among other things, blamed Jews for orchestrating the immigration of non-whites into the  
United States.14 

•	 Renton, Washington, September 19, 2018. White supremacist Jeremy Shaw, who owned a small roofing business 
called Aryan Enterprises, was arrested along with his wife, Lorena, in connection with an alleged plot to murder 
Steven Morphis and steal his property through an adverse possession scheme. Morphis was beaten with a blunt 
instrument and his throat was slashed. Detectives who searched Jeremey Shaw’s home found a number of Nazi- 
and white supremacist-themed items. He was charged with homicide, burglary and arson; Lorena was charged with 
burglary, arson and rendering criminal assistance.15 

•	 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, August 19, 2018. White supremacist Joden Rocco was charged with homicide after 
stabbing an African-American man to death outside a bar after he and a friend were denied entry. Rocco allegedly 
made an Instagram video earlier that day discussing how he and his friends were going to go to bars to see how 
many times they could repeat the “n-word” before being kicked out.16 

•	 Sumter, South Carolina, August 11, 2018. Demetrius Alexander Brown, a self-proclaimed Moorish sovereign  
citizen, was arrested for the fatal shooting of Sharmine Pack following a dispute about a vehicle sale at an auto 
repair shop. 17

•	 Robstown, Texas, July 27, 2018. Richard Starry shot and killed four relatives at a local nursing center and at his 
home in an apparent act of domestic violence before killing himself. According to local media, Starry had been a 
member of a white supremacist group while in prison.18 

•	 Shawnee, Kansas, July 6, 2018. Ronald Lee Kidwell, a tattooed white supremacist who liked to take photographs 
of himself wrapped in the Confederate flag, was arrested for the murder of an African-American woman, MeShon 
Cooper, who was stabbed to death. One neighbor claimed to reporters that Kidwell, who had a prior history of 
assaults, targeted victims based on race, pretending to be friendly, then attacking them. Kidwell himself allegedly 
told police that he killed Cooper because she had ostensibly threatened to tell others he was HIV-positive.19 

Emergency personnel stationed outside the Hot Yoga Studio after Scott Paul Beierle killed  
two people and injured several others on November 2, 2018 in Tallahassee, Florida.  
Beierle died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. (Photo by Mark Wallheiser/Getty Images)
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•	 Camden, Michigan, June 30, 2018. Anti-government extremist Joshua Daniel Miller was arrested for the shooting 
death of Eddie Coleman Heathcoe. Miller allegedly got into an argument with his ex-wife at the home she shared 
with Heathcoe. Miller was involved with militia and Three Percenter groups.20 

•	 Dothan, Alabama, June 4, 2018. James Mathis, a member of the Georgia-based white supremacist prison gang 
Ghostface Gangsters, and his wife, Amanda Oakes, allegedly killed their six-month-old son and put his body in a 
freezer in a hotel room. The couple fled to Florida where they were arrested following a carjacking attempt.21 

•	 Athens, Georgia, May 11, 2018. Following a family argument, Malachi Qaadir Dorns, 19, stabbed his mother and 
older brother multiple times, wounding his mother and killing his brother. In an earlier arrest, Dornss told police that 
he was a sovereign citizen.22 

•	 Abingdon, Virginia, May 4, 2018. Roger Melvin Tackett was charged with first degree murder and other crimes  
after fatally shooting an acquaintance following a dispute. According to police, Tackett has multiple white 
supremacist tattoos.23 

•	 Nashville, Tennessee, April 22, 2018. Travis Reinking opened fire inside a Waffle House, killing four people 
and wounding or injuring four more. Reports from co-workers and police officers who had previously known or 
encountered Reinking stated that he was a sovereign citizen. However, Reinking also has a serious history of  
mental illness and the shooting appears to have been non-ideological in nature; he has been ruled incompetent  
to stand trial.24 

•	 Murfreesboro, Tennessee, March 17, 2018. White supremacist John Daniel Carothers was charged with first degree 
murder, eight counts of reckless endangerment and one count of aggravated arson after he allegedly deliberately 
set fire to his African-American roommate at a Veteran Affairs home. Carothers allegedly confessed to the crime in 
a letter to a white supremacist group.25 

•	 Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, March 12, 2018. Corey Johnson, 17, killed a 13-year-old and severely injured two 
others in a stabbing spree during a sleepover. One victim was stabbed 32 times but survived. Johnson was charged 
as an adult with first-degree murder and attempted first-degree murder. He had a long history of violent tendencies 
and extremist beliefs, including an interest in white supremacy. However, in the year before the attack he had 
become interested in radical Islam (and had even been reported to the FBI by local law enforcement). After his 
arrest, Johnson reportedly told investigators he had stabbed his victims “because of his Muslim faith.”26 

•	 Locust Grove, Georgia, February 19, 2018. Tierre Guthrie, a Moorish sovereign citizen, shot and killed a Locust 
Grove police officer when the officer and two Henry County sheriff’s deputies tried to take Guthrie into custody for a 
failure to appear warrant. Both deputies were wounded but survived. Guthrie, who was himself shot four times in the 
firefight, died at the scene.27 

•	 Parkland, Florida, February 14, 2018. Nikolas Cruz launched a deadly shooting spree at his former high school, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, killing 17 people and wounding 17 more. According to CNN, Cruz, 19, 
belonged to a racist Instagram group and hated blacks and Jews, even claiming Jews wanted to destroy the 
world. Cruz also allegedly referred to women who engaged in interracial relationships as “traitors.” A South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel article reported that Cruz had racist and Nazi symbols on his backpack and that he had etched 
swastikas onto ammunition magazines left behind at the school after the shooting. However, little evidence has so 
far emerged to suggest that the MSDHS shooting spree itself was conducted as a white supremacist attack.28 

•	 Orange County, California, January 2, 2018. White supremacist Samuel Woodward, a member of the neo-Nazi group 
Atomwaffen, was arrested for the stabbing death of Blaze Bernstein, a former high school acquaintance. Woodward 
allegedly stabbed Bernstein 20 times in the face and neck before burying him in a shallow grave. Woodward was 
charged with first-degree murder with a hate crime enhancement (Bernstein was Jewish and gay).29 


